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Devil, to show his disciples a test of his art; and
the Devil carried him away in the face of them all,
to give them a test of his power : which, by the way,
was but poor encouragement at that time, for any
one of them to turn magician ; and for that reason,
and knowing the Devil to be no fool, makes me give
the less heed to that part of the story.

Other writers, of whom Josephus is one, (whose
credit, I must always premise, goes but a very little
way with me,) tells us that Seth, the son of Adam,
first discovered the planets or wandering stars, with
their motions, influences, revolutions, &c.; that those,
with several other useful branches of astronomic
knowledge, were handed down by tradition to Noah,
and by him to the new world, and that then coming
from Noah immediately to Abraham, to Zoroaster,
and others, they were handed from them to poste-
rity, as we find it at this day.

But all this is nothing to the purpose, that is to
say, nothing to our diabolic magic, nor does it give
' any light into the grand question, Who was the first
author of that kind of study ? who was Satan's first
correspondent in the new world, or first dealt with
the Devil after the flood ? I cannot think, indeed,
that the Devil suffered mankind to live long unmo-
lested by him, or that mankind could go on long
without some business between them: they would
be both eager to renew the acquaintance, and re-
store the ancient familiarity ; and it could not be
long before they found some means or other to
bring it to pass ; for lovers, you know, will meet,
whatever are the difficulties which first obstruct:
and especially the great artist, on his side, had many
dark designs in view, and new foundations to lay
for the overthrow of a rising generation, which re-
quired to be laid deep and strong; and the sooner
they were begun, the better for him.

As to Cham being the author of magic in the